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90% of Delhi’s population not
vaccinated against hepatitis B

New Delhi: Ninety per cent of
Delhi’s population isnot vet vac-
cinated against hepatitis B,
which kills more people than
HIV/AIDS, Delhi health minis-
ter Kiran Walia said on Satur-
day. “Hepatitis, despite being as
perilous as HIV, receives inade-
quate attention in India. Itisa
man-made disease and infec-
tionrateof hepatitisishigherin
adults and 1= mare likely to be
chronic in infants and voung
children,” Walia said.
According to estimates firom
the UNAIDS 2009 ATDS Epidem-
ic Update, around 312 million
adults and 2.1 million children
were hving with HIV at the end
of 2008, Hepatitis is five times
mare prevalent than HIV. The
healthminister wasspealking at
the inauguration of Hepatitis B
Awareness Camp at Institute of

Liver and Biliary Sciences, Va-
sant Kunj. Hepatitis should be
mven as much importance as
HIV and more awareness
should be created about Yellow
Ribbon Campaign. which aims
to  disseminate information
about hepatitisamong the mass-
es, Walia said. To achieve this
goal, shesaid, “Children should
be inspired to spread awareness
about hepatitis.” Hepatitis B 1s
aninfection of the liver wherein
this organ gets inflamed caused
b the hepatitis B virus {HBV).
Acute infection with hepatitis B
usually does not require freat-
ment. mrare cases, however, the
imnfection may cause life-threat-
ening liver failure and such pa-
fients are evaluated for liver
transplantation.  Vaccination
against this disease is effective
and safe. e
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Now you can view your ECG onyour Android phone

Health by hi-tech

Kavita Kukday-Deb

F inside vour diabetes pill
wirelessly tells the doctor
exxactly when vou last had vour
medication and what vour
blood sugar level is. Sounds far
fetched? On the contrary Wire-
less technology isinereasingly
helping to keep people health-
ier Here are some technologi-
cal advances that might just
revolutionize health care...

l ieture this, A microchip

Smart pills and sensors | On Oc-
tober 6, Proteus Biomedical
(www.proteusbiomed.com)
launched digestible sensors to
helpdoctors monit or the effect
of a pill on a patient’s bodwy
When the silicon and metal sen-
sor inside the tablet comes in
contact with fluids in the stom-
ach, it turns itself ‘on” and
fransmits a faint radio signal.
This is piclked up by a small re-
ceiver patch attached to the
slkin and records the date and
time the pill was ingested, the
type of drug in it and dosage.
This data can be sent to your
doctor on a regular basis.

Smart bottles | GlowCap Conmect
(www.vitalitvnet) is ideal for
the forgetful patient because it
ensures vou take your pills on
time. It has a smart screw-on
cover, with sensorsand a wire-
less transmitter, for

medicine bottles,

I The cap can be
programmed

= in order that

£ it flashes au-

S—— tomatically

- am whenit's time
for a dose. If
the patient ig-
nores that, the
bottle emits a
sound  alert
half-an-hour
later —andun-

lilee the flashing light, this won't
stop until the cap 1s unsorewed.
The smartest medicine bottle
in the world can also be pro-
grammed to male automated
calls to a home telephone mum-
ber as a dosage reminder,

Modem band aid | Gone are the
days when medicated adhesive
tape was about tending to cuts
and bruises and nothingmore,
Wowadays, many companies
such as Sotera Wireless
(whwrw.sot eraw ireless,com) are
desveloping ‘smart tape’ tech-
nology that collates data and
sends it to doctors, These in-
clude heart rate, perspiration,
body position and even bload
pressure, The tape communi-
cates with a gateway; just like
asmartphone does, using Blue-
tooth and 8G networks.

Matters of the heart | Remote
ECGs have been around for a
while, but Corventis PiiX
fwwweorventis.com) has made
the first wireless remote mon-
itoring sensor that will ping
your doctor as soon as it detects
aheart problem. It's the size of
a pack of gum and can be worn
under the clothes, Theres also
a low-power mobile heart-mon-
itoring system developed by the
Imec and Holst Centre
(woarws holsteentre.com) which
lets the patient view an ECG
on an Android phone.

And the others | Then there are
companies which have spe-
cialized smartphone apps
such as AlrStrip OB that en-
able obstetricians to view
foetal and maternal heart
rates. Intel is studving wire-
less devices for the elderly
‘Magic carpet’, for example,
has embedded sensors and
records the weight, angle and
pressure of the patient’s steps
and prevents falls,
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RAGGING HORRORS
don’t end with India

The ‘traditional’ practice is just as bad in Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Japan and the Philippines

Shobha Jobin | ™in

nMNovember 30, eight stu-

dentzof Pune's College of

Apriculture were arrest-

ed for 1agg1ngf‘mu fresh-

Ers Over a six-weel peri-
xl. The arrests came just days after
‘our medical students were sentenced
o four vears of rigorous imprison-
nent for rageing Aman Kachroo,
which led to hizs death, in 2009, Rag-
g has become every dian parent’s
lghtmare — the lurking fear of =e-
-ous jury and/or a wounded pay-
he. In the name of bonding, students
ire baited or bullied. But it's not
mique to India.

Itexists elsewhere under different
1ames — hazing or bullving. Ameri-
:an Hanlk Nuwer has written several
wooks=on hazing, In an email exchange
with TOL he describes it as “often the
wish forarite of passage (which)can
nanifest itself in paddling, sexual as-
mults and deaths from aleohol. ™ Nuw-
1 says the first hazing death in a US
wollege was in 1873,

Where does mdia stand on the pan-
Asian ragging index?

Pretty high, says Harsh Agarwal,
ofounder of Coalition to Uproot Rag-
ring from Education, a Delhi-based
NGO, The worst offenders in Asia are
311 Lanka, Japan, India and Indone-
ia. Nuwer agrees, adding that the
Shilippines has recently suffered es-
wcially violent ragging. “Deaths in the
Shilippines in the last few vears have
seen especially brutal with corpses
umped to avoid detection,” he says.

In 8r1 Lanka. there is a clear link
etween politicsand ragging, “Almost
ill student unions are run by the
Ianatha Vimulthi Peramuna (JVP), a
wolitical party,” says Dr Anoma Ab-
tayaratne, dean of the Faculty of Arts
itthe Unwersi ty of Peradeniva. which
snotorions for ragging.

Oneof Peradeniva’s worst cases had
ifresherjumping off the second floor
if the university hostel to avold rag-
fng. She became paralysed, and later
sormmitted suicide. A hhava.l atne ad-
nits ragging has been a part of wni-
sersity life for at least 20 years, but has
secome a harassment only recently.
‘Students aren’t allowed to dress, eat
i think as they want. Last yean for the
rst time, a student who was severely

-agged, logzed a police complaint. But

he was cstracized by fel-
low students. The gov-

REPORT CARD

of slight undermines the
selfirespect of an individ-

ernment has passed a ﬁ:‘gﬁﬂ;ﬂh"w ual. Ragging is not just
powerful antiragoing Act helpfine from ml et bodily harm, it's psycho-
but it wasn't implement- — Octaber this year logical ton”

ed till recently™ she savs,

Last vear, a student at

Abhayaratne says an M Thailand's Rajamangala
anti-ragging website, % Tawan-ol Thniversity of Te-
started by students, has L1 - 3 chnology was forced to eat
had some impact. %lﬂ'_'—"t—z mlistamed paper and chill-

.—FM ies. Some 75 senlor stu-
ASIA MINOR: Mary Himachal Pradesh 1 g yepe suspendec.
Cherian, a child devel- R fahime 2 Sompong Sheethaisong,
opment consultant in Kernatska 0 40 doon reportedly said
Jakarta, told 8TOT that Lo N he had done everything he
bullying starts from Madya Pradesh 18 1 stop the ritual,
kindergarten. “Recently, hhharas L] = “but deep down, I have no
a five-year-old girl bul hed Oissa B ion how to end this prob
her schoclmates intosit- PU—F'JH lem.” In Malaysia's Royal
ting on certain seats in %m ['-'I]lllﬂ_.l"_l’ Col_le.ge. astudent
the bus. In international was ldclked in the stomach
schools, Indians and Ko- W and died n June
reansare the bullies, Of ~ Doroemgdl &£

ten, fathers of bulliesad-
mire the trait in their children,”
Cherian.

Dr Valson Thampu. principal of
Delhi’s 8t Stephen’s College, says rag-
ging takes place “when human digni-
ty 1= not valued and children are not
seen as incomparable assets, Any kind

=

THE INDIAN STORY: De-
spite a banon rageing, it continues in
small towns. In Jaipur, Ashol Karol,
a first-vear student of Subodh College,
was stahbed todeath in a classroom
in 2008, Noaction was taken. MS Poo-
nia, chief proctor, Rajasthan Univer-
g1ty admits that the perpetrators of-
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ten get away because “the Supreme
Court has only issued guidelines to
curbrageing, there 1sno separate law™

Observers say Kanpur is like the
Wild West for the college freshman.
On September 14, three students of
Government Polvtechnic Institute in
Mawabganj were boolked for assault-
ing two freshers with leather belts
and bricks. District magistrate
Mukesh Meshram has threatened the
immediate arrest of anyone caught
ragging but this has not been much
of a deterrent. Educationist Mini
Swaroop says colleges need to get
more pro-active with a consistent dis-
play of anti-ragging posters.

Rajendra Kachroo, father of Aman
whowas ragged to death, says the an-
thorities need to follow up on com-
plamts and punish the guilty That's
the only way toshow ragging will not
be tolerated, says the bereaved father
“There should be a cenfral control sys-
term to catalyze individual collegesto
act. The UGC has failed in this regard.
Ragging is a human rights abuse”

In Tamil Madu, and especially
Coimbatore, rageing takes on a pecu-
liarly insular air because “outsiders™
are 1agga:l severely One of the worst
caszes was the severe beating admin-
istered to Abdul Latheef, a Malayvalee
engineering student in Tirunelveli, in
Tamil Nachu. He lost an eye.

S0 i there anywhere in India that's
better? Baugab:me has just stray cas-
&=, claims H Maheshappa. vice-chan-
cellor of the Visvesvarayva Techno-
logical Tniversity

A LIKELY SOLUTION: 8t Stephen’s
=ays it's had no ragging in two vears.
Freshers are given the phone mum-
beraf the principal and everyone on
St Stephen’s anti-ragg ing committee,
Hostels have block tutors who help
ease the initiation process. In fact,
Thampu says there 1= reverse rag-
ging. “Even a gentle, social comver-
sation by a senior makes freshers pan-
el My advice to seniors is: Do unto
others as you would have others do
unto you.” Rajendra Kachroo is hope-
fial there will be no ragging in India
three tofour years from now. But the
jury is out on that one.
WITH REPORTS FROM SHOES KHAN IN
JAIPUR, FALZ RAHMAN SIDDIQUI IN KANPUR,
SRUTHY LILLAS IN BANGALORE AND
[ SURESH KUMAR IN CHENNAI
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DROPOUT TREND

AIIMS lets PG seats go waste

Charu Sudan Kasturl

& charu kasturi®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE Close to 30% students
admitted to postgraduate cours-
es at AIIMS this year have quit
to take up seats in preferred
courses at other institutes, wast-
ing dozens of seats at the coun-
try's premier medical school.

Their decision to opt out of .

the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences exposes the holes in
its admission policy and rais-
es questions aboutits failure to

act on Supreme Court norms.

A total of 138 students have
quit PG programmes since 2008
with the numbers rising each
year, data provided by AIIMS
under the Right to Information
Act reveals, Of the 240 admit-

* ted this year, 70 have quit. The

numbers for 2009 were 37 out
of the 180 who were admitted,
and for 2008, 31 out of 160.

A cross-section of students
who quit, when interviewed by
HT, were unanimous in declar-
ing that they left AIIMS to join
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more sought-after streams of
medicine at other institutions.
“AIIMS admissions are in
January, before the other
schools. I took alow preference
course I got into, stayed in the
hostel and earned a stipend till
1 got admission in my course of
choice at JIPMER, Pondicherry,”
said one student, requesting
anornymity because the Supreme
Court has asked the Medical
Council of India to take action
against such students..
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

AIIMS wastes PG seats

CONTINUED FROM PACGE1
“It is a matter of huge con-
cern for us. But quite frankly,
there is no easy solution,” an
ATIMS administrator said.
Students who have chal-
lenged the AIIMS admission
policy in the top court are ques-
tioning why it is not acting to
stop this wastage of seats.
Instead of punishing the
guilty students, as directed by
the court, AIIMS is practising
a principle that violates anoth-

er SC order. It claims it trans-
fers vacated seats to the next
round of admissions but the SC
has rejected such transfer of
seats across academic sessions,

arguing that it leads to an effec-

tive intake higher than that
sanctioned by regulators.

The institute held open coun-
seling sessions till last year. But
it withdrew its open counseling
this July without any explana-
tion, after announcing it, despite
high vacancies.
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Our Bureau
Kozhikode, Dec. 4

The Indian Institute of
Management Kozhikode
(IIM-K) is embarking on an
ambitious project to set up
a Museum of Indian
Business History to
acknowledge the
contribution of the
country’s business leaders
in the making of corporate
India.

OBJECTIVE ;
The museum will house
business-related historical
artefacts, objects,
sculptures, models,
photographs, documents
and illustrations, among
other things. The objective
is to “inspire aspiring
business entrepreneurs in
the country and show them
the path to success through
innovative ideas, diligence
and perseverance.”

According to Prof.
Debashis Chatterjea,
Director, IIM-K, it was the
endeavour of the institute
to consolidate and conserve
the invaluable memorabilia
of India’s business history
for posterity. He wished
that corporates would
participate in the making of
the museum by
contributing significant
historical objects and
artefacts for which due
acknowledgement would
be attributed to the

Soon, a museum of
Indian business
history at IIM-K

organisation.

IIMK has requested
around 100 CEQs and
leaders of major business
houses, including the Tatas,
Ambanis and Birlas, for
their contributions to the
museum, which will be
formally inaugurated on its
Foundation Day in 2011.

The initial investment for
the project is estimated at
Rs1crore.

CONTRIBUTIONS

As for the kind of
contributions the institute
is looking at, he said this
could include, for
instance,an original letter
written by JRD Tataor a
pen used by him,

The institute would
preserve and showcase
these artefacts.

Earlier, IIM-K had
created an endowment to
commemorate management
guru Prof. C.K. Prahalad.
The institute is expecting to
generate Rs 1 crore in the
endowment fund this year
to promote the values that
he stood for. The proposal
for the museum comes
close on the heels of the
institute becoming a Centre
of Excellence in Academic
Leadership as part of the
Singh-Obama Knowledge
Initiative (SOKI), an
academic leadership
programme with Yale
University.

Page 5 of 6



Dainik Bhaskar ND 1 6
05/12/2010 B

aéanéérwﬁ

e | e 70
TG & Ueht!

T M T e L e B B e e B i e e e e el BT

R SAET S

FFAFE-TENGT F TH B 3 gl
ﬁ»‘m%‘ﬁmaﬁaa%nmw
3 uwt mfee § o 12 W fgfe
& fAT 70 @ TUC F FeT &7 ST
famr 21 29 S A 31U STEel T A&
Croik-S i

‘Shug’ wwmmm%
f6 st W HETH & 3
mm%ﬁﬁ@WWWﬁﬁ
B 7 -G ¥ &l R
Waﬁu@sﬁﬁuﬁqmmé'
AR 2011 ¥ w@i ¥ ©wE T
fraer SRR freredl Siem A gran
e 2 5 3R 8w (B ¥ YD)
%! o TFET W 2 3 1) e
mwéﬂ&aﬁrwmm
AT §) S




